
PIKEPERCH (Sander lucioperca, Linnaeus, 1758) 

Synonym: Stizostedion lucioperca (Linnaeus, 1758) 
Black Sea and Adriatic Basin 
Native species 
E – Endangered species 

The pikeperch grows 40 to 70 cm, with a maximum length of 120 cm. It has a long, spindle-
shaped body. The head is large and elongated with medium-sized eyes positioned in the front 
third of the head. The mouth is terminala and both jaws are of equal length. The lower jaw has 
more teeth than the upper. The upper edge of the gill cover is finely serrated. The bases of both 
dorsal fins are approximately equal in length; all rays in the first dorsal fin are spiny. 

The first dorsal fin is connected to the second and only the first ray in the second dorsal fin is 
spiny. The caudal fin is slightly concave. The body is covered with ctenoid scales. The back is 
greenish-grey, the sides are silvery-white and the belly is white. From the back toward the sides 
run vertical, blurred brown stripes. The sides of the head are brownish and marbled with a golden 
hue. 

The pikeperch prefers clean, deeper waters with a hard bottom. It usually stays motionless during 
the day, ambushing prey, and is common in lakes and reservoirs. Sexual maturity is reached at 3 
to 5 years. During the spawning season, it migrates to river branches and calmer areas. The male 
builds a nest about 0.5 m in diameter in 1 to 3 m deep water, where the female lays 150,000 to 
200,000 eggs per kilogram of body weight. The male guards the nest and eggs. 

The pikeperch is a predatory fish, feeding mainly on other fish, and serves as an important 
regulator of fish populations. It is found in continental Europe and extends deep into western 
Asia. In Europe it has been introduced into England, France, Spain, Italy and Greece. In 
Slovenia, it lives in the Sava, Drava and Mura river basins, in Lake Bled and in reservoirs. 
Around 1960, it was introduced into the Vipava river, but later disappeared. 

It is protected by fishing size limits, closed seasons and catch restrictions. 
Important conservation measures include artificial breeding, appropriate river management, 
reducing water pollution and protecting its natural habitat. 

Pikeperch – Sander lucioperca (Linnaeus, 1758) 
River basins in Slovenia: Danube 
Spawning season: April to May 
Number of eggs: 150,000 to 200,000 
Sexual maturity: 3 to 5 years 
Size: 40 to 70 cm (max. 120 cm) 
Red List of Slovenia: E – Endangered 
Species status: Native 
Migration mode: Short migrations (Potamodromous) 
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